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fails of success, ,there will be at least this comfort, that one has
done what one could.'l

On April 23, the long-deferred trial of William Jackson
for high treason took place. He was defended by Curran and
by several other counsel, and among them by Leonard McNally,
at whose table he had met the leaders of the United Irishmen.
The evidence of Cockayne, corroborated by the documents that
had been seized, was conclusive, and after a trial which appears
to have been perfectly fair, the prisoner was found guilty, but
recommended to mercy. He had during his long imprisonment
rejected a promising chance of escape, and appears to have been
very weary of his wasted and discreditable life. He was brought
up to receive judgment on the 30th. The spectators were
struck with his ghastly pallor, with the convulsive twitches of
his countenance, and with the perspiration that rose from him
almost like a steam, but his arms were crossed and his features
set with a desperate resolution. When asked why sentence
should not be pronounced, he bowed silently and pointed to his
counsel, who raised a technical objection and argued it at length.
Before the discussion had terminated) Jackson fell down in the
agonies of death. He had received that morning, apparently
from the hand of his wife, a dose of arsenic, and he died in the
dock. It is said that, as he entered the court, he had whispered
with mournful triumph to one of his counsel, the dying words of
Pierre, in Otway's c Venice Preserved,3 c We have deceived the
Senate.1 Perhaps a truer picture of his last feelings may be
gathered from some verses, copied in his handwriting, which were
found upon him and produced at the inqxiest. ' Turn Thee unto
me, and have mercy upon me; for I am desolate and afflicted. The
troubles of nay heart are enlarged: 0 bring Thou me out of my
distresses. Look upon mine affliction and my pain, and forgive
me all my sins. Consider mine enemies; for they are many 5 and
they hate me with cruel violence. 0 keep my soul, and deliver
me : let me not be ashamed; for I put my trust in Thee/

The career of Jackson was not one to excite sympathy or
enthusiasm, but his trial had the important effect of convincing

1 The Duke of Richmond to Lady     letter is among the papers of Lady
L.   Conolly,   June  27,  1795.    This     Bunbury.